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   COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Honors Advanced 21st Century Journalism and Media 
 

Description of course: 
The primary aim for this advanced class is for students to have time to confer about content decisions and create the content for the school’s 
online and print student publications in a bustling newsroom environment. Prerequisite is at least a B in Journalism or Video Production, or 
teacher approval. 
 
Honors Advanced 21st Century Journalism and Media will be an opportunity for students to immerse themselves in an intensive, largely self-
directed experience during which they will produce a variety of multimedia content. This class will provide an avenue toward web, broadcast, 
and print product, and digital tools and alternative storytelling techniques will be emphasized. Students will be expected to reach beyond the 
building’s walls in pursuing stories. As noted below, students will not only be held to high standards with their product but also with their 
adherence to professional standards, ethics, integrity, and deadlines. Students will confer about content decisions and create the content for the 
schools’ student publications. 
 
This class will also feature video and broadcast initiatives heretofore unaddressed in any of our district curriculum, possibly including (but not 
limited to) the filming of journalistic video segments, the production of broadcast shows, embedded complementary pieces to written articles, 
and “morning announcements,” which will be created as online video segments and featured on the schools’ student publications. 
 
Students will interact and collaborate in order to meet team goals. As a student-centered, self-directed, and self-motivated experience with the 
high expectations that have been noted, this will be an Honors level class, and students should have the ability to take the class in multiple years 
if they so desire.  
 
In order to encompass all media, this class may be co-taught by the Journalism teacher and Video Production teacher in their respective 
locations. With this innovative approach, students could be in either location on any given day, depending on whether they will be focusing on 
broadcast or print/digital media during that particular session. The malleability will enhance the experience for students, as they can receive a 
broad base of instruction while also specializing in one particular area if they so choose, and they can shift between media on a day to day or 
moment to moment basis. It’s the best of both worlds — versatility and specialization. 
 
 

Differentiation * Accommodations * Modifications 
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Curriculum Differentiation is a process teachers use to increase achievement by improving the match between the learner’s unique 
characteristics: prior knowledge, cognitive level, learning style, motivation, strength or interest and various curriculum components: Nature 
of the objective, teaching activities, learning activities, resources and products. This broad notion applies to learners from a diverse range of 
abilities, including: Gifted and Talented, English Language Learners, Students with Disabilities, and Students at Risk of School Failure. 
Language Arts is a field of education that provides educators with a wealth of opportunities for differentiation, but also real challenges of 
meeting the 
needs of diverse learners.  This addendum reveals pathways for Language Arts differentiation specific to four distinct student populations. 

 
Teachers can differentiate 

● Content: What we teach and how we give students access to the information and ideas that matter 
● Process: How students come to understand and “own” the knowledge, understanding, and skills essential to a topic 
● Product: How a student demonstrates what he or she has come to know, understand and be able to do as a result of a segment of study 

 
According to students’ 

● Readiness-The current knowledge, understanding, and skill level a student has related to a particular sequence of learning 
● Interest- What a student enjoys learning about, thinking about, and doing 
● Learning Style- A student’s preferred mode of learning. It is influenced by learning style, intelligence preference, gender and culture 

 
The NJ ELA Framework http://www.state.nj.us/education/archive/frameworks/lal/chapt7.pdf contains an in-depth overview for meeting 
the needs of diverse learners in ELA. Many of these content specific suggestions are classroom ready. Note: The Standard notations in this 
framework document are not according to the 2014 ELA Standards. 

 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/archive/frameworks/lal/chapt7.pdf
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Gifted and Talented English Language Learners Students with Disabilities Students at Risk of School  
Failure  

N.J.A.C. 6A:8-3.1 Curriculum 
and instruction  
District boards of education shall 
develop appropriate curricular 
and instructional modifications 
used for gifted and talented 
students indicating content, 
process, products, and learning 
environment. 

 
 

Sample Differentiation 
Strategies and Techniques that 
apply to ELA 

 
● Learning 

Agendas/Contracts 

The purpose of adapting content 
lessons for LEP students is to 
lower the language barrier and 
make the English used in such 
lessons as comprehensible as 
possible. In ELA, LEP students’ 
capacity to learn can be greatly 
inhibited by the academic 
vocabulary and, sometimes, lack 
of cultural experience living in 
the United States for short 
periods of time. Every student 
deserves an education that 
culturally relevant and 
meaningful to his/her present 
and future lives. ELA is the 
prime location for 
culturally-relevant pedagogy. 

Instructional adaptations for 
students with disabilities 
include, but are not limited to, 
the below approaches. These 
general suggestions are 
particularly resonant with 
students in ELA classroom 
settings, grades K-12. The 
primary aim of ELA education is 
cultivating student 
comprehension, verbal and 
written communication. 
.  For students with disabilities, 
self-determination and 
independence applies directly to 
their educational needs and 
interests. 

Districts are required to 
administer grade level 
benchmark and/or interim 
assessments in ELA. After each 
administration, districts should 
analyze the data 
to identify which students are 
at-risk in this content area. Any 
of the strategies outlined in the 
other 
differentiation/modification 
categories may be used to 
address the needs of these 
students who are at-risk. 

 
 
 

Modifications for 
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A learning contract is an 
agreement established between 
a student and the teacher; it 
sometimes involves the student’s 
parents. The contract specifies 
concrete learning and/or 
behavioral objectives for the 
student that all parties agree 
need to be achieved. The 
contract also specifies: 

●  the goals of the contract 
●  the obligations of each 

party to the contract 
●  the time frame within 

which the terms of the 
learning contract are to 
be fulfilled 

●  the basis on which it will 
be determined that the 
conditions of the contract 
were met 

Sample Resource 

http://www.educ.ualberta.ca/st 
aff/olenka.bilash/best%20of%2 
0bilash/learning%20contracts.h 
tml 
● Anchor 

Activities-Self-directed 
specified ongoing activities in 

 
Educators provide various 
grouping strategies such as 
flexible grouping and/or paired 
learning being sensitive to the 
language proficiency level of the 
LEP students. A student’s 
capacity to become fluent in 
English will be greatly enhanced 
by activities in oral and written 
language that connect one’s own 
life in meaningful and engaging 
ways. 

 
Instructional Supports: 
Hands-on materials 
-bilingual dictionaries 
-visual aids 
-teacher made adaptations, 
outlines, study guides 
-varied leveled texts of the same 
content 

 
Please refer to the following 
link-http://www.state.nj.us/edu 
cation/modelcurriculum/ela/EL 
LSupport.pdf as mentioned on 
the NJDOE website. 

 
Preparing students for the 
lesson: 

Student Motivation – 
Expanding student motivation to 
learn content in ELA can occur 
through: activity choice, appeal 
to diverse learning styles, choice 
to work with others or alone, 
hands-on activities, and 
multimodal activities. 

 
Instructional Presentations - 
The primary purpose of these 
adaptations is to provide special 
education students with 
teacher-initiated and 
teacher-directed interventions 
that prepare students for 
learning and engage students in 
the learning process 
(Instructional Preparation); 
structure and organize 
information to aid 
comprehension and recall 
(Instructional Prompts); and 
foster understanding of new 
concepts and processes 
(Instructional Application) e.g. 
relating to personal experiences, 
advance organizers, pre-teaching 
vocabulary and/or strategies; 
visual demonstrations, 
illustrations, models. 

 
 
 

Ask students to restate 
information, directions, and 
assignments. 

 
 
 
 

Repetition and practice 
 
 
 
 

Model skills / techniques 
to be mastered. 

 
 
 
 

Extended time to complete class 
work 

 
 
 

Provide copy of class notes 
 
 
 

Preferential seating to be 
mutually determined by the 
student and teacher 

 
 
 

Student may request to use a 
computer to complete 

 
 
 
 

   
   

 

http://www.educ.ualberta.ca/staff/olenka.bilash/best%20of%20bilash/learning%20contracts.html
http://www.educ.ualberta.ca/staff/olenka.bilash/best%20of%20bilash/learning%20contracts.html
http://www.educ.ualberta.ca/staff/olenka.bilash/best%20of%20bilash/learning%20contracts.html
http://www.educ.ualberta.ca/staff/olenka.bilash/best%20of%20bilash/learning%20contracts.html
http://www.educ.ualberta.ca/staff/olenka.bilash/best%20of%20bilash/learning%20contracts.html
http://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf
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which students work 
independently.  

Sample Resource  
http://www.rec4.com/filestore/R 
EC4_AnchorActivityPacket_08051 
3.pdf 

 
 
● Curriculum 

Compacting- Curriculum 
Compacting is an 
instructional technique that 
is specifically designed to 
make appropriate curricular 
adjustments for students in 
any curricular area and at 
any grade level. Essentially, 
the procedure involves (1) 
defining the goals and 
outcomes of a particular unit 
or segment of instruction, (2) 
determining and 
documenting which students 
have already mastered most 
or all of a specified set of 
learning outcomes, and (3) 
providing replacement 
strategies for material 
already mastered through 
the use of instructional 
options that enable a more 

1. Building Background 
Information through 
brainstorming, semantic 
webbing, use of visual aids and 
other comprehension strategies. 
2. Simplifying Language for 
Presentation by using speech 
that is appropriate to students’ 
language proficiency level. Avoid 
jargon and idiomatic speech. 
3. Developing Content Area 
Vocabulary through the use of 
word walls and labeling 
classroom objects.  Students 
encounter new academic 
vocabulary in ELA, particularly 
when reading fiction and 
nonfiction texts in all content 
areas. 
4. Concept Development-Students 
will be learning about different 
topics and many new concepts. 
Enduring understanding 
requires thorough and 
contextualized study of these 
subjects across grades and 
courses in ELA. 
5. Giving Directions-Stated 
clearly and distinctly and 
delivered in both written and 
oral forms to ensure that LEP 

 
 
Instructional Monitoring – ELA 
instruction should include 
opportunities for students to 
engage in goal setting, work with 
rubrics and checklists, reward 
systems, conferences. 
 
Classroom Organization - The 
primary purpose of these 
classroom organization 
adaptations is to maximize 
student attention, participation, 
independence, mobility, and 
comfort; to promote peer and 
adult communication and 
interaction; and to provide 
accessibility to information, 
materials, and equipment. 
 
Student Response - The primary 
purpose of student performance 
responses is to provide students 
with disabilities a means of 
demonstrating progress toward 
the lesson objectives related to 
the ELA Framework activities. 
 
Please refer to NJ ELA 
Curriculum Frameworks 
referenced above. 

Extra textbooks for home. 
 
 
 
Student may request books on 
tape / CD / digital media, as 
available and appropriate. 
 
 
 
 
Assign a peer helper in the 
class setting 
 
 
 
Provide oral reminders and 
check student work during 
independent work time 
 
 
 
 
Assist student with long and 
short term planning of 
assignments 
 
 
 
 
Encourage student to 
proofread assignments 
and tests 
 
 
 

http://www.rec4.com/filestore/REC4_AnchorActivityPacket_080513.pdf
http://www.rec4.com/filestore/REC4_AnchorActivityPacket_080513.pdf
http://www.rec4.com/filestore/REC4_AnchorActivityPacket_080513.pdf
http://www.rec4.com/filestore/REC4_AnchorActivityPacket_080513.pdf


Course: Honors Advanced 21st Century Journalism and Media                                                                                                                      Grade Level: 10-12 
 PVRHSD CURRICULUM MAP  
 
 

 challenging and productive  students understand the task. In 
addition, students should be 
provided with/or have access to 
directional words such as: circle, 
write, draw, cut, underline, etc. 

 
Presenting the Lesson: 
-Use multiple strategies and 
varied instructional tools to 
increase the opportunities for 
students to develop meaningful 
connections between content 
and the language used in 
instruction. 
-Provide students with 
opportunities to express new 
knowledge and learning using 
written, verbal, and non-verbal 
communication. 
-Provide students with 
opportunities to participate in 
numerous ELA discussions to 
increase ELLs competency and 
confidence in verbal discourse; 
frame classroom conversations 
on subjects of interest and 
cultural relevance. 
-Utilize a “reverse chronology” 
approach to teaching ELA to 
even opportunities for students 
with and without vast cultural 

 Teachers will check/sign 
student agenda daily 

 
 
 
 

Student requires use of other 
assistive technology device 

 
 
 

Modifications for Homework 
and 
Assignments 
Extended time to 
complete 
assignments. 

 
 

Student requires more complex 
assignments to be broken up 
and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in 
phases. 

 
 
 

Provide the student with clearly 
stated (written) expectations 
and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

 
    

      
    

   
 

use of the student's time.   
Sample resource:  
http://www.gifted.uconn.edu/se 
m/semart08.html 

● RAFT 
Assignments-RAFT is an 
acronym for a structured 
technique used to guide 
student writing. RAFT 
assignments are used to 
demonstrate a student’s 
knowledge using a 
defined point of view. 
This strategy requires 
students to write using an 
assigned format to an 
audience other than the 
teacher.  

Sample resource:  
http://www.michigan.gov/docum 
ents/mde/SSWAC_225020_7.pdf 
p. 18 

● Flexible grouping 
 

Flexible grouping is a range of 
grouping students together for 
delivering instruction. This can 
be as a whole class, a small 
group, or with a partner. Flexible 

http://www.gifted.uconn.edu/sem/semart08.html
http://www.gifted.uconn.edu/sem/semart08.html
http://www.gifted.uconn.edu/sem/semart08.html
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/SSWAC_225020_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/SSWAC_225020_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/SSWAC_225020_7.pdf
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grouping creates temporary 
groups that can last an hour, a 
week, or even a month.  
Sample resource:  
http://www.teachhub.com/flexibl 
e-grouping-differentiated-instruc 
tion-strategy 

 
 

● Jigsaw Activities 
 

Jigsaw is a strategy that 
emphasizes cooperative learning 
by providing students an 
opportunity to actively help each 
other build comprehension. Use 
this technique to assign students 
to reading groups composed of 
varying skill levels. Each group 
member is responsible for 
becoming an "expert" on one 
section of the assigned material 
and then "teaching" it to the 
other members of the team.  
Sample resource:  
http://www.adlit.org/strategies/ 
22371/ 

knowledge and make study of 
the ELA more meaningful. 

 
Sample Resources: Can Do 
Descriptors - 
https://www.wida.us/standar 
ds/CAN_DOs/ 

 
Colorin Colorado - 
http://www.colorincolorado.o 
rg/educators/ 

 
WIDA - https://www.wida.us/ 

  
Student may take/complete 
tests in an alternate setting as 
needed. 

 
 
 

Restate, reread, and 
clarify 
directions/questions 

 
 
 

Distribute study guide for 
classroom tests. 

 
 
 

Establish procedures for 
accommodations / 
modifications for 
assessments. 

http://www.teachhub.com/flexible-grouping-differentiated-instruction-strategy
http://www.teachhub.com/flexible-grouping-differentiated-instruction-strategy
http://www.teachhub.com/flexible-grouping-differentiated-instruction-strategy
http://www.teachhub.com/flexible-grouping-differentiated-instruction-strategy
http://www.teachhub.com/flexible-grouping-differentiated-instruction-strategy
http://www.adlit.org/strategies/22371/
http://www.adlit.org/strategies/22371/
https://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/
https://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/
https://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/
http://www.colorincolorado.org/educators/
http://www.colorincolorado.org/educators/
http://www.colorincolorado.org/educators/
https://www.wida.us/
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● Depth and Complexity 
of Curriculum-Dr. 
Sandra Kaplan 

 
Sample resource: 
 
http://img.docstoccdn.co

m/thum 
b/orig/119636316.pn
g 

 
 
● Graphic Organizers 
 
● Extension Menus 
 
Students select from a set 

of possible 
assignments (3 to 9 
choices is common). 
Students may be 
required to select 
more than one choice. 
Choices offer 
differentiated 
objectives. Choices are 
often grouped by 
complexity of thinking 
skill. Activities are 
independent so 

students have freedom as 
well as 

responsibility. A variety 
   

    
    

  
 

   

http://img.docstoccdn.com/thumb/orig/119636316.png
http://img.docstoccdn.com/thumb/orig/119636316.png
http://img.docstoccdn.com/thumb/orig/119636316.png
http://img.docstoccdn.com/thumb/orig/119636316.png
http://www.byrdseed.com/four-ways-to-differentiate-objectives
http://www.byrdseed.com/four-ways-to-differentiate-objectives
http://www.byrdseed.com/four-ways-to-differentiate-objectives
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● Depth and Complexity 
of Curriculum-Dr. 
Sandra Kaplan  

Sample resource:  
http://img.docstoccdn.com/thum 
b/orig/119636316.png 

 
 

● Graphic Organizers 
 

● Extension Menus 
 

Students select from a set of 
possible assignments (3 to 9 
choices is common). Students 
may be required to select more 
than one choice. Choices offer 
differentiated objectives. 
Choices are often grouped by 
complexity of thinking skill. 
Activities are independent so 
students have freedom as well as 
responsibility. A variety of 
options enable students to work 
in the mode that most interests 
them. 

 
Gr 6-12 
http://www.chatt.hdsb.ca/~patte 
rsonka/FOV1-000D4965/FOV1-0 
00FF699/DCGL.pdf Sample p. 43 

● Advanced Discussion 
Techniques 

● Questioning Strategies 
 

   

http://img.docstoccdn.com/thumb/orig/119636316.png
http://img.docstoccdn.com/thumb/orig/119636316.png
http://img.docstoccdn.com/thumb/orig/119636316.png
http://www.byrdseed.com/four-ways-to-differentiate-objectives
http://www.byrdseed.com/four-ways-to-differentiate-objectives
http://www.chatt.hdsb.ca/%7Epattersonka/FOV1-000D4965/FOV1-000FF699/DCGL.pdf
http://www.chatt.hdsb.ca/%7Epattersonka/FOV1-000D4965/FOV1-000FF699/DCGL.pdf
http://www.chatt.hdsb.ca/%7Epattersonka/FOV1-000D4965/FOV1-000FF699/DCGL.pdf
http://www.chatt.hdsb.ca/%7Epattersonka/FOV1-000D4965/FOV1-000FF699/DCGL.pdf
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21st Century Skills * Interdisciplinary Connections * Integration of Technology *Career Ready Practices 
 
The Pascack Valley Regional High School District’s 9-12 English curricula are aligned with the NJSLS in ELA which address content knowledge 
and 21st century themes.  Additionally, they embed 21st century skills, interdisciplinary connections, and the integrations of technology and 
career-ready practices in our various units of study by following the curriculum map outlined by the Partnership for 21st Century Skills and the 
National Council of Teachers of English.  
 
21st Century Student Outcomes 
The elements described in this section as “21st century student outcomes” (represented by the rainbow) are the skills, knowledge and expertise 

students should master to succeed in work and life in the 21st century. 

1. Content Knowledge and 21st Century Themes  
 

Mastery of fundamental subjects and 21st century themes is essential for students in the 21st century. Disciplines include: 
English, reading or language arts 

World languages 
Arts 
Mathematics 
Economics 
Science 
Geography 
History 
Government and Civics 
 
In addition to these subjects, we believe schools must move beyond a focus on basic competency to promoting understanding of academic 
content at much higher levels by weaving 21st century interdisciplinary themes into curriculum: 

• Global awareness 
• Financial, economic, business and entrepreneurial literacy 
• Civic literacy 
• Health literacy 
• Environmental literacy  

 
2. Learning and Innovation Skills: Learning and innovation skills increasingly are being recognized as the skills that separate students who are 

prepared for increasingly complex life and work environments in the 21st century, and those who are not. A focus on creativity, critical 
thinking, communication and collaboration is essential to prepare students for the future. 

http://www.p21.org/storage/documents/21st_century_skills_english_map.pdf
http://www.p21.org/storage/documents/21st_century_skills_english_map.pdf
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/57
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/57
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/256
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/257
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/258
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/259
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/830
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• Creativity and Innovation 
• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
• Communication 
• Collaboration 
 
3. Information, Media and Technology Skills: Today we live in a technology and media-suffused environment with: 1) access to an abundance 

of information, 2) rapid changes in technology tools, and 3) the ability to collaborate and make individual contributions on an unprecedented 
scale. To be effective in the 21st century, citizens and workers must be able to create, evaluate, and effectively utilize information, media, and 
technology. 

• Information Literacy 
• Media Literacy 
• ICT Literacy 
 
4. Life and Career Skills: Today's students need to develop thinking skills, content knowledge, and social and emotional competencies to 

navigate complex life and work environments. P21's essential Life and Career Skills include:: 
• Flexibility & Adaptability 
• Initiative & Self Direction 
• Social & Cross-Cultural Skills 
• Productivity & Accountability 
• Leadership & Responsibilities 
 
  

http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/262
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/260
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/261
http://www.p21.org/component/content/article/2224
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/264
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/349
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/350
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/266
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Print Publication Design. Designing and laying out an issue of a print publication. 
 
Content/Topic: Key learning items/concepts: Observable Proficiencies and 

Skills: 
NJSLS Benchmark 

Performance and 
Assessments 

Suggested Materials 

Time: Ongoing. 
 
 
 

Content Statement:  
Using both old and newly 
acquired skills, students 
will design and lay out a 
newspaper. 
 
 
 

Essential Questions:  
How do layout and design 
affect a newspaper’s 
messages? 
 
What are best practices in 
newspaper layout and 
design? 
 
How are stories told in a 
print publication? 
 
Why do print publications 
matter in a digital age? 
 
 

Contrast, Repetition, Alignment, Proximity 
 
Adobe Indesign 
 
Typography 
 
Color use 
 
Art 
 
Column grids 
 
Above the fold 
 
Modules and packages 
 
gutter, column guides, grid guides, alley, pixel, 
points, picas 
 
Design principles: composition, components, 
concept, placement, harmony, balance, 
proportion, scale, unity, rhythm, divisions, 
grouping, emphasis, contrast, balance, direction, 
spatial relationship, alignment, proximity and 
flow 
 
 

Proficiencies/Skills: 
 
SWBAT gain a working 
command of Adobe Indesign. 
 
SWBAT demonstrate a 
command of a variety of design 
concepts, including above the 
fold,  
 
SWBAT use typography to 
convey tone, mood, emphasis, 
and hierarchy.  
 
SWBAT use color to draw 
attention to design elements 
and content. 
 
SWBAT create visually appealing 
modules and packages to 
establish hierarchy. 
 
SWBAT use art to establish 
visual reference on a page and 
establish focus, page flow and 
story hierarchy. 
 
SWBAT recognize pixels, points 
and picas as units of 
measurement. 
 

 SWBAT draw and place shapes 
on Adobe Indesign based on 
preset specifications and 
locations. 

RST.11-12.4 
RST.9-10.4 
RST.11-12.7 
RST.9-10.7 
RST.11-12.9 
RST.9-10.9 
W-9-10.2d 
W-11-12.2d 
W.9-10.5 
W.11-12.5 
W.9-10.6 
W.11-12.6 
L.9-10.3 
L.11-12.3 
L.9-10.4 
L.11-12.4 
L.9-10.6 
L.11-12.6 
RL.9-10.7 
RL.11-12.7 
 

 
 

Identifying 
effective and 
ineffective design 
elements in 
sample spreads. 
 
 
 
 
 

Designing and 
laying out 
publication  issues. 

Selection of primary 
sources 
Suggestion(s): 
 
Non Designers 
Design Book by 
Robin Williams 
 
The Newspaper 
Designer’s 
Handbook by Tim 
Harrower 
 
Other resources:  
 
Adobe Indesign 
 
NSPA Design of the 
Year winners 
 
Issuu.com 
 
Newseum 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Non-Designers-Design-Book-4th/dp/0133966151/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1489502557&sr=8-1&keywords=non+designers+design+book
https://www.amazon.com/Non-Designers-Design-Book-4th/dp/0133966151/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1489502557&sr=8-1&keywords=non+designers+design+book
https://www.amazon.com/Newspaper-Designers-Handbook-Tim-Harrower/dp/0072996692/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1489506488&sr=8-2&keywords=tim+harrower
https://www.amazon.com/Newspaper-Designers-Handbook-Tim-Harrower/dp/0072996692/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1489506488&sr=8-2&keywords=tim+harrower
https://www.amazon.com/Newspaper-Designers-Handbook-Tim-Harrower/dp/0072996692/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1489506488&sr=8-2&keywords=tim+harrower
http://studentpress.org/nspa/awards/doy16/
http://studentpress.org/nspa/awards/doy16/
http://issuu.com/
http://newseum.org/
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SWBAT recognize, understand, 
and analyze design principles. 

SWBAT lay out articles while 
adhering to standard design 
conventions. 

SWBAT sell, design and lay out 
advertisements. 

 
 
 

Publishing for the web. Techniques and best practices for creating and maintaining an engaging digital product. 
 
Content/Topic: Key learning 

items/concepts: 
Observable Proficiencies and Skills: NJSLS Benchmark Performance 

and Assessments Suggested Materials 
Time: Ongoing. 
 

Content Statement:  
Students will produce engaging 
multimedia content for 
publication on student online 
publications. 
 

Essential Questions:  
How is a newspaper website 
different from and similar to a 
print newspaper? 
 
How is multimedia used to engage 
an online audience? 
 
What are best practices for an 
online newspaper? 

Inverted Pyramid 
 
Breaking/developing 
news 
 
Digital terminology: 

• Hyperlink 
• Infographic 
• Chart 
• Interactive 

image 
• Blog 
• Livestream 
• Map 
• Photo gallery 
• Slideshow 
• Poll 
• Timeline 
• Video 
• Podcast 

 
Fair use copyright law 
 

Proficiencies/Skills: 
 
SWBAT compose a variety of types of 
stories for the web (developing, hard 
news, features, etc.). 
 
SWBAT embed video and audio 
content in a web story. 
 
SWBAT embed digital enhancements 
(polls, infographics, interactive maps, 
etc.) in a web story. 
 
SWBAT compose web content using 
alternative digital storytelling 
techniques. 
 
SWBAT facilitate an embedded live 
stream on a website. 
 
SWBAT record, edit, and embed a 
podcast on a website. 
 

RI.9-10.1 
RI.11-
12.1 
RI.9-10.2 
RI.11-
12.2 
RI.9-10.3 
RI.11-
12.3 
RI.9-10.7 
RI.11-
12.7 
RI.9-10.9 
RI.11-
12.9 
CCRA.R.9 
W.9-10.2 
W.11-
12.2 
W.9-10.8 
W.11-
12.8 
W.9-10.9 
W.11-

Students will discover and 
analyze professional and 
student online publications. 
 

Students will create content 
will be created for online 
student publications. 

Selection of primary sources 
Suggestion(s): 
 
Student Journalism and Media 
Literacy By Megan Fromm, 
Homer L. Hall, & Aaron Manfull 
 
JEA Digital Media website 
 
Other resources:  
 
Knight Lab suite 
 
Google Maps 
 
Storify 
 
Thinglink 
 
Youtube 
 
Soundcloud 

https://squareup.com/market/journalism-education-association/item/student-journalism-media-literacy
https://squareup.com/market/journalism-education-association/item/student-journalism-media-literacy
http://www.jeadigitalmedia.org/
http://knightlab.northwestern.edu/
https://www.google.com/maps?hl=en&tab=wl
http://storify.com/
http://thinglink.com/
http://youtube.com/
https://soundcloud.com/
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SWBAT adhere to fair use copyright 
law as it applies to the media.  
 
SWBAT sell, design and lay out 
advertisements. 

12.9 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Photo Composition. Composition techniques and methodologies for taking engaging photos for the purpose of telling stories and enhancing existing content. 
 
Content/Topic: Key learning 

items/concepts: 
Observable Proficiencies and 
Skills: 

NJSLS Benchmark 
Performance 
and 
Assessments 

Suggested Materials 

Time: Ongoing. 
 
 
 

Content Statement: Students will use 
photojournalist composition techniques to 
take engaging photos to be used both in 
print and online. 
 
 

Essential Questions:  
 
What makes a strong photo? 
 
How can common photojournalism 
mistakes be avoided? 
 
What composition techniques are common 
in photojournalism? 
 
How has the emergence of mobile phone 

Photo composition 
techniques 

• Rule of thirds 
• Framing 
• Bird’s eye view 
• Worm’s eye 

view 
• Leading lines 
• Selective focus 

 
Filling the frame 
 
Slideshows 
 
Photo galleries 
 
Photo essay 
 
 

Proficiencies/Skills: 
 
SWBAT identify photo 
composition conventions and 
use them in their own shoots. 
 
SWBAT shoot photographs for a 
variety of purposes. 
 
SWBAT write captions for their 
photos. 
 
SWBAT tell a story with a photo 
essay. 
 
SWBAT self-generate photos for 
photo assignments. 
 
SWBAT use their phones to take 
effective photos. 

RI.9-10.5 
RI.11-12.5 
RI.9-10.6 
RI.11-12.6 
RI.9-10.8 
RI.11-12.8 
RL.9-10.7 
RL11-12.7 
W.9-10.4 
W.11-12.4 
W.9-10.7 
W.11-12.7 
W.9-10.8 
W.11-12.8 
SL.9-10.1 
SL.11-12.1 
SL.9-10.1C 
SL.11-12.1C 
SL.9-10.1D 
SL.11-12.1D 
SL.9-10.4 
SL.11-12.4 
SL.9-10.5 
SL.11-12.5 

 
Students will 
examine and 
analyze 
professional  
 
Students will 
create photo 
galleries and 
slide shows 
and will be  

Selection of primary sources 
Suggestion(s): 
 
Photo Journalism: The 
Professionals’ Approach by 
Kenneth Kobre 
 
iPhoneography Pro: Techniques 
for Taking your iPhone 
Photography to the Next Level by 
Robert Morrissey 
 
Other resources:  
 
Issuu.com 
 
Newseum 
 

http://issuu.com/
http://newseum.org/
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cameras changed the landscape of 
photojournalism? 
 

L.9-10.3 
L.11-12.3 
L.9-10.6 
L.11-12.6 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Mobile Journalism. This unit will provide an introduction to to using a mobile phone to shoot and edit video packages for publication on a website.  
 
Content/Topic: Key learning items/concepts: Observable Proficiencies and Skills: NJSLS Benchmark 

Performance and 
Assessments 

Suggested Materials 

Time: Ongoing 
 
 
 

Content Statement: Students 
will produce video segments 
solely using their smart phones. 
 
 
 

Essential Question: 
 
What are best practices for 
shooting and editing video on 
your phone? 
 
What elements make an 
effective video segment? 
 
 

Recording and editing using 
phone apps 
 
Interview techniques 
 
Elements of composition 

• Lighting 
• Orientation 
• Zooming 
• Rule of thirds 
• Filling the frame 
• Stabilization 
• Focus 
• Exposure 
• Audio 
• Stand up 
• B roll 
• Voiceover 

 
Types of shots 

• Wide 
• Medium 
• Close-up 

 
Video sequencing 

Proficiencies/Skills: 
 
SWBAT analyze advantages and 
disadvantages of reporting with mobile 
devices. 
 
SWBAT shoot effective interviews using 
a mobile device. 
 
SWBAT critique and analyze apps for 
shooting and editing videos. 
 
SWBAT use proper composition 
elements and techniques in shooting 
and editing a video with a mobile device. 
 
SWBAT tell stories interestingly and 
effectively through video. 
 
SWBAT explore and manipulate the 
settings of a video reporting app. 
 
SWBAT upload video segments from a 
mobile device to a youtube channel. 
 

W.9-10.7 
W.11-12.7 
W.9-10.8 
W.11-12.8 
W.9-10.10 
W.11-12.10 
SL.9-10.1 
SL.11-12.1 
SL.11-12.2 
SL.9-10.4 
SL.11-12.4 
SL.9-10.5 
SL.11-12.5 
SL.9-10.6 
SL.11-12.6 
 

Students will analyze 
and critique video 
packages from 
professional and 
student online 
publications. 
 
Students will tell 
stories in stand-alone 
video segments for 
publication. 
 
Students will produce 
complementary video 
pieces for articles. 
 

Selection of primary 
sources 
Suggestion(s): 
 
Mobilevideodiy.com 
 
 
 
 
 

http://mobilevideodiy.com/


Course: Honors Advanced 21st Century Journalism and Media                                                                                                                      Grade Level: 10-12 
 PVRHSD CURRICULUM MAP  

 
Special effects 

• Time lapse 
• Multi-cam 
• Live zoom 
• Augmented reality 

 

SWBAT embed video content into a 
article on a website. 

 
 
 
 
 

Sports journalism. A unit focusing on the ongoing online sports coverage cycle for a student publication. 
 
Content/Topic: Key learning items/concepts: Observable Proficiencies and 

Skills: 
NJSLS Benchmark 

Performance 
and 
Assessments 

Suggested Materials 

Time: Ongoing 
 
 
 

Content Statement: Students will 
establish a system for ongoing sports 
coverage.  
 

Essential Questions:  
 
What qualities does an effective 
sports reporter possess? 
 
How has sports coverage evolved in 
the internet age? 
 
How is sports coverage for a student 
publication similar to  and different 
from sports coverage for other types 
of publications? 

Beat coverage system 
 
High school sports rules and 
concepts 
 
New Jersey’s high school 
sports league and playoff 
formats 
 
Types of articles/coverage 

• Game story 
• Sidebar 
• Preview 
• Follow 
• Weekly story 
• Feature 
• Notebook story 
• Season wrap 
• “Best of” pieces 
• Opinion column 

 
Interviewing 

Proficiencies/Skills: 
 
SWBAT provide in-depth beat 
coverage of a sport. 
 
SWBAT provide in-depth 
coverage of a sporting event. 
 
SWBAT demonstrate fluency in 
various types of sports articles. 
 
SWBAT conduct effective 
interviews that contribute to 
published content. 
 
SWBAT develop and publish 
human interest content in a 
sports context. 
 
SWBAT keep detailed and 
organized records in order to 
contribute to beat coverage. 

W.9-10.2 
W.11-12.2 
W.9-10.8 
W.11-12.8 
W.9-10.9 
W.11-12.9 
RI.9-10.1 
RI.11-12.1 
RI.9-10.2 
RI.11-12.2 
RI.9-10.3 
RI.11-12.3 
RI.9-10.7 
RI.11-12.7 
RI.9-10.9 
RI.11-12.9 
 

Students will 
analyze 
student and 
professional 
sports 
media. 
 
Students will 
produce 
original 
sports 
content for 
their student 
publication. 

Selection of primary sources 
Suggestion(s): 
 
The Essentials of Sports Reporting 
and Writing by Scott Reinardy 
and Wayne Wanta 
 
Other resources: 
 
Schooljournalism.org 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Essentials-Sports-Reporting-Writing/dp/041573780X/ref=sr_1_15?ie=UTF8&qid=1489611366&sr=8-15&keywords=sports+journalism+textbooks
https://www.amazon.com/Essentials-Sports-Reporting-Writing/dp/041573780X/ref=sr_1_15?ie=UTF8&qid=1489611366&sr=8-15&keywords=sports+journalism+textbooks
http://www.schooljournalism.org/
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Special complementary 
elements 

• Video 
• Infograph 
• Embedded social 

media 
 
Social media 
 

 
SWBAT use social media to 
complement and promote 
coverage. 
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Editing. Individual and team editing strategies and methodologies for a student publication. 
 
Content/Topic: Key learning 

items/concepts: 
Observable Proficiencies and Skills: NJSLS Benchmark 

Performance 
and 
Assessments 

Suggested 
Materials 

Time: Ongoing. 
 
Content Statement: Students will operate 
within an editing hierarchy and strengthen 
content through proofreading, fact checking, 
and providing guidance to writers by conferring 
with them through the reporting process. 
 

Essential Questions:  
 
What are the best ways to improve content? 
 
Why does style matter? 
 
 

AP Style 
 
Proofreading 
 
Revision 
 

Proficiencies/Skills: 
 
SWBAT target grammar, punctuation, spelling, 
and AP style in proofreading. 
 
SWBAT edit for word choice, clarity, and brevity. 
 
SWBAT edit copy by hand using conventional 
editing symbols (for print publication) and online 
(for website content). 
 
SWBAT help others revise their work, including 
offering suggestions for further interviewing or 
angles to explore further. 
 
SWBAT communicate clearly and politely in order 
to assist others in revision. 
 
SWBAT question and offer encouragement and 
suggestions for others’ work. 
 
SWBAT confer with fellow editors in order to 
make content decisions, including story 
suggestions, photo assignments, and suggestions 
for complementary elements (infographics, 
embedded video or audio, etc.). 
 

L.9-10.5 
L.11-12.5 
L.9-10.6 
L.11-12.6 
RI.9-10.2 
RI.11-12.2 
RI.9-10.5 
RI.11-12.5 
RI.9-10.6 
RI.11-12.6 
RI.9-10.8 
RI.11-12.8 
W.9-10.1d 
W.11-12.1d 
W.9-10.2 
W.11-12.2 
W.9-10.4 
W.11-12.4 
W.9-10.5 
W.11-12.5 
W.9-10.7 
W.11-12.7 
W.9-10.8 
W.11-12.8 
WHST.9-10.4 
WHST.11-12.4 
WHST.9-10.10 
WHST.11-12.10 
SL.9-10.1b 
SL.11-12.1b 
SL.9-10.2 
SL.11-12.2 
 
 

Students will 
be assessed 
on the 
content they 
edit for 
publication. 
 
Students will 
self-assess 
their editing 
performances. 
 
Self 
assessment 
and peer 
review in 
editing 
meetings. 

Selection of 
primary sources 
Suggestion(s): 
 
The Radical Write 
by Bobby 
Hawthorne 
 
AP Stylebook 
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